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UM’S 101st COMMENCEMENT SET FOR MAY 16 
MISSOULA-
The University of Montana will mark its 101st Commencement with morning and afternoon 
ceremonies Saturday, May 16.
Graduation weekend will be ushered in on the evening before Commencement with a 
baccalaureate service at First United Methodist Church, 300 E. Main St., on Friday, May 15. The 6:30 
p.m. service is co-sponsored by Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran and United Methodist campus 
ministries. Graduates, their families and friends are invited to attend this ecumenical service honoring 
graduates.
UM President George Dennison will host a continental breakfast from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday for graduates and their families in the University Center Atrium.
Former U.S. Sen. George McGovern will deliver Commencement addresses at the morning and 
afternoon ceremonies.
Graduates and faculty of the College of Technology and the College of Arts and Sciences will 
gather on the Oval at 8:30 a.m. for the procession to Harry Adams Field House, where the general 
ceremony will take place from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. The colleges will then hold separate ceremonies 
starting at 11 a.m., with arts and sciences graduates remaining in the field house and COT graduates 
gathering in the University Theatre.
Stephen E. Ambrose, author of the best-selling “Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis,
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Thomas Jefferson and the Opening o f the American W est,” will receive an honorary Doctor o f Letters 
degree during the morning ceremony.
Graduates and faculty o f the professional schools will gather on the Oval at 1 p.m. The march 
to the field house starts at 1:40 p.m., with the general ceremony set for 2 to 3 p.m. Professional schools 
will then hold separate ceremonies at 3:15 p.m. at the following locations: business administration, 
field house; education, University Theatre; fine arts, M ontana Theatre; forestry, Urey Lecture Hall; 
journalism, Music Recital Hall; and pharmacy and allied health sciences, University Center Ballroom.
Pulitzer Prize-winning Montana journalist Mel Ruder will receive an honorary Doctor of 
Letters degree during the afternoon ceremony. The retired newspaperman founded the Hungry Horse 





g e o r g e  McGo v e r n
Biographical Information
Ambassador George McGovern arrived in Rome on March 31,1998 to assume his duties as U S. 
Ambassador to the UN Food and Agricultural Agencies. Ambassador McGovern was appointed 
to his position by President Clinton, who worked on Ambassador McGovern’s 1972 Presidential 
Campaign, as did Hillary Rodham Clinton.
George McGovern was born in Avon, South Dakota, on July 19, 1922, the son of a Methodist 
clergyman. As a pilot of a B-24 bomber based in Italy at Cerignola during World War II, he 
flew 35 missions and was decorated with the Distinguished Flying Cross. He then earned a 
Ph D. in History and Government at Northwestern University and served as Professor of History 
at Dakota Wesleyan University.
In 1956 McGovern was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served until 1960 
when President John F. Kennedy appointed him first Director of the U.S. Food for Peace 
Program and Special Assistant to the President. In this post he made the first offer of U.S. 
assistance that opened the way for the launching of the World Food Program. Elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 1962, he was re-elected in 1968 and 1974. He served on the Senate Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry Committee, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the Joint 
Economic Committee. He was chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Nutrition and 
Human Needs, which developed the highly regarded “Dietary Goals for the American People.”
In 1972 Senator McGovern was the Democratic nominee for President. In 1976 he was 
appointed by President Gerald Ford as delegate to the 31st session of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations. President Carter subsequently appointed him as a delegate to the United 
Nations in 1978 for the Special Session on Disarmament.
He has served as a Visiting Professor at Columbia University, the University of Pennsylvania, 
Northwestern University, Duke University, the University of New Orleans, Cornell University, 
American University, George Washington University, the University of Innsbruck, Munich 
University, and the University of Berlin.
McGovern has lectured at more than 1,200 American colleges and universities and numerous 
European, Asian, and Latin American universities. He is the author of seven books: War 
Against Want; Agricultural Thought in the Twentieth Century; A Time of War/A Time of 
Peace, The Great Coalfield War (with Leonard F. Guttridge); An American Journey; 
Grassroots; Terry: My Daughter’s Life and Death Struggle with Alcoholism He has also 
authored numerous articles for leading journals and magazines.
Senator McGovern has served as President of the Middle East Policy Council—an educational 
organization founded in 1981 to promote better understanding of the realities and issues of the 
Middle East. He resigned from the Middle East Council Presidency effective November 30,
1997, after being named by President Clinton to his present position as Ambassador to the 
Rome-based food and agricultural agencies.
McGovern has been married to the former Eleanor Stegeberg of South Dakota since 1943. The 
McGoverns have five children and ten grandchildren.
